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tretching from modern-day southern China to the Indonesian

peninsula, Myanmar toVietnam, the Khmer Empire ruled

Southeast Asia from the $th-15th cenlury serving as a basis
of art, culture and civilisation for the region. Today, the similarities
between artistic traditions, including temple design and dance
between Cambodia, Thailand and Laos, are still evident

Of course, remnants of the empire also include the illustrious
Angkor Wat and surrounding temple remains spread across modern-
day Siem Reap, Cambodia and beyond. Once the largest city on the
planet, Angkor was horme to an estimated 750,000 people in its
heyday during the 12th century at the same time London had a menz
18,000,

In more recent history, the horror of the Khmer Rouge in the late
19705 still has a grasp on Cambodia, but the resilient country and
people continue o ook forward and, over the years, have established
a particularly fMourishing art scene, working to rebuild what the
Khmer Rouge wiped oul
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Today, artisans and crafispeople are combining traditional
technigues with new aesthetics while Khmer holeliers, chefs and
artists are creating experiences worthy of Angkor's legacy.

INSPIRED STAYS

With millions of people making the trek to see Angkor every year,
Siem Reap is home to myriad hotel options including several high-
end chains such as Park Hyatt, Sofitel, Raffles and Le Meridien.
Boutique alternatives, howewver, offer some of the most unigue - and
luurious — stays around with a local touch

It doesn't take long travelling in Asia to come across a Bill Bensiey-
designad hotel, recognised by his signature mix of luxury and
whimsy. The prolific designer and architect Is a key contributor to the
Khmer-owned Shinta Mani brand with three neighbouring properties,
Shinta Mani Shack Angkor, Shinta Mani Angkor and Shinta Mani
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Angkor - Bensley Collection, situated near the river. Evoking the lush
opulence of the ancient Khmer Kingdom blended with bright pops of
colour and sweeping design details, Shinta Manl Anghor — Bensley
Collection (shintamani com/angkor-hensiay-colfection; villas from 815
UsD inclrding breakfast) features ten willa compounds eachwith their
own private pool, rooftop Sky Garden and indoor/owtdoor bathroom.
While the surrounds are jaw-dropping — just try to stop staring at the
larger-than-life wall adornment thal continues from the courlyard
inta the bedroom - he service is also, unsurprisingly, impaccable
thanks to 1he: Banslay Butlers. Each villa is assignad a parsonal butler
Tor the duration of one’s stay to assist in arranging anyihing and
everything one could dream of, from dinner resenvations o sprinkiing
Iotus petals in fhe pool With the HBensley Butler, guests can spend
more time exploring Sem Reap or simply unwinding in your villa and
less on logistics

Faor another acoommeodation option that is completely different in
shyle yet still dedicated to the finer defails, the newly opened Treeline
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Urban Resort #freelineholels com; dowbies from 215 USD
inciuding breakfast) offers a steek, serene retreat to
counterbalance the heal and haclicness of Siem Reap.
The passion project of young Cambodian designer Kol
Kang, the hotel pays nespect to Cambodia’s past as well
as its natural beauty while looking ahead to the fubure
and welcoming & new wave of discerning travellers who
appreciate minimalist design, contemparary instzllations
from local artists and fresh dining options

All room categones offer spacious sanctuaries in
which to urwind after a long day of lemple hopping while
alse keeping sustainakility in mind. Mo trace of single-
use plastic can ba found in the guestrooms, including The
complimentary minibar which features natural nibbles
and filtered water all prepared and bottled in-house.

INNOVATIVE DINING Rimd 1 e i

Khmer cuisine often gets overshadowed by its
more glabalty-recognised neighbours of Thailand and
Wiatnam. Local chefs, howewer, along wilh some imporied
reslaurateurs are pulling Siem Reap on the map as a
SUrprising gastirenormic destination in Aska_ A typical
ihree-day stay in town 15 not nearly enough time o
LEncover the tosn's culinary gems

Chef Siv Fola refurned to Siem Reap atter studying
overseas to open Mie Cafe (secref-refreats com/miacafe)
n a traditional wooden Khmer house origimally owned by
his grandmaother. Combining western cooking techniques
with local ingredients and Khmer flawours, his dishes
are aflen simple yel refined fusing togeiher a range of
influances, such as a crab chowder made Trom fresh
Mekong crab, coconut cream and emulsion of green peas
served with a peached egg. Diners can choose Trom &
la carte dishes for a light meal or select the set tasting
menu. Exclusively offering a set menu, Embassy (Secret-
retreats com/embassy] is run by twao ambstious young
chefs affectionately known as the Kimsan Twins, features
an all-female team focusing on creating traditional
HKhmer dishes in an ebegant dining atmosphere.
Flavaourful dishes, such as crispy lolus rool and deep-
fried river shrimp soaked in toasted ground rice then
lossed with swaeel and sour lurmeric dressing, change
regularly to match avallable produce The intimate
restaurant found in the King's Road Angkor market
complex, is only open for dinner and often fully booked
making resarvations a must. Other upscale dining venues
for an atmospheric meal include Culsine Wat Damnak
[culsinewatdamnak com), serving haute Cambodian cuisine
created by French Chef Juannes Riviers, and Abacus
frestaurant abacus com) serving fine French cuising in a
hush garden oF air-conditionad dining rogom.

Embasss restanm
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INFLUENTIAL ARTS & CRAFTS

Alter standing in 2we a1 Ihe craftismanship of Angkor's
carved linteds and apsaras, travellers can then appreciate
contesnporary works of art throughout Seem Reap.

&5 the town's only contemporary art gallery, One
Eleven Gallery (oneslevengallery. com] is well worth 3
stop showcasing colourful modern pieces both as part
of exhibitions and fo purchase The gallery also serves
a5 the local broker of Siem Reap-based artist Chrislian
Develler whose vibranl porirails have lumed heads
around the world. Grab a drink and stay around, laking in
hx arl and meeling the expal crowd that gathers at the
gallery every ewening.

For @ modern take on traditional arts, Theam's House
{theam shouse cam) slightly outside of town will have you
marvelling at the Cambodian artist Lim Muy Theam's
use of colour and Khmer artefact collection. Combiming a
gallery, museum, studio and boutigue, Theam's House is
an excellent spot to pick up modern handmade souvenirs
and décor while Artisans dAngkor (arlisans dangkarn.
com ) is the place lo go for classic Khimer craftsmanship.
The social enberprise trains rural Cambodians in
traditicnal Khmer crafts, such as stone and wood
canding. lacquersare, gilding, ceramics, weaving, silver
plating and more, then provides fEr wages and working
conditions. Artisans dAngkor offers free guided tours
in its two downtown showrooms and workshops along
aswell as at the organisation’s silk farm workshop just
outside of town.

Ragardless of how one chooses o spend their ime in
Siern Reap, iU's sure 10 ba arich experience.

LIFE IN THE FAST LANE

There are regular daily flights between Bangkok

and Sierm Reap on various carriers inc luding

Thai Airways. Citizens from mamy countries can
oblain a Cambodian visa on arrival al Siem Reap
Internaticnal Airport but thise staying ab Shinta Mani
Angkor = Bensiey Collection can opl o Tast rack
thedr arrival bypassing immigration lines a5 a haotel
representative swittly arranges iheir visas — the
perfect start tn 8 kunous journeyl
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