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HOME / Bangkok

O ver the past three decades, Bill Bensley 
has carved sumptuous tented camps 

out of Cambodian jungle, applied colourful 
backstories to resorts around Asia and worked 
on private projects for luminaries ranging from 
Mick Jagger to a sultan. It’s little surprise then 
that Baan Botanica — the proli!c architect 
and designer’s fantastical home in Bangkok — 
is alive with his trademark panache.

In the master bedroom, Bensley and his 
partner Jirachai Rengthong, a horticulturist, 
hotelier and business heir, sleep beneath a 
white crown guarded by two lions (formerly 
a !ve-metre-high archway inside the Dutch 
embassy in Yangon). In one of the guest rooms, 
meanwhile, pride of place goes to a suit of 
Samurai armour — a tribute to the designer’s 
father. Elsewhere, rooms, hallways and public 
spaces are generously embellished with objets 
d’art, paintings and antiques, all testament to 
Bensley’s voracious collecting habit.

Anyone familiar with the designer’s work 
at stunning resorts and hotels like "e Siam 
Hotel in Bangkok and "e St. Regis Bali 
Resort will recognise in Baan Botanica his #air 
for carrying o$ the astonishing. But, while his 
paid work is always rewarding (he won’t take 
a project on unless it promises to be fun), he 
says that the constant evolution of his home is 
more like a labour of love.  

Bensley purchased Baan Botanica, which is 
tucked away in a leafy enclave down one of 

the tendril-like side streets of busy Sukhumvit 
Road, from an American named Billy Bones. 
‘At !rst, I was more intrigued by the name of 
the owner than the house itself,’ he recalls. 

He has well and truly bonded with the space 
in the ensuing years. Indeed, since taking 
ownership, the designer has used it as a place 
of retreat to relax amid a whirlwind schedule 
that often has him and his studio working on 
between 40 and 50 projects at any one time. 
He also treats it as something of a laboratory 
for his restless creative instincts. ‘Madness has 
always been a driving factor both at work and 
at home,’ he chuckles as he outlines the various 
tweaks he’s applied to the place over the years.

"ough Bensley claims that he overhauls the 
property every time he returns from a trip, 
there are several constants: he’s a keen painter, 
and his love of art is evident in a collection 
that includes work by Swedish painter and 
sculptor Richard Winkler, Australian architect 
and artist Robert Powell and Indonesian 
contemporary artist Nyoman Masriadi. %

"e designer’s passion for art also informs his 
nomination of the veranda as his favourite part 
of Baan Botanica. Here, he can set up his easel 
overlooking the bright gardens, swimming 
pool and gazebo with its copper clawfoot tub. 
‘"e veranda is the sweet spot,’ he says. ‘From 
there I can see every coming and going. But 
I love everything about the house. It's my 
sounding board, my refuge, my touchstone.’
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(�SHYNL�ZJHSL�WHPU[PUN�I`�)YP[PZO�
HY[PZ[�1HTLZ�4VY[PTLY�[HRLZ�JLU[YL�
Z[HNL�PU�VUL�VM�[OL�ZP[[PUN�YVVTZ��
where pops of bold red and cerise 
JVTL�PU�[OL�MVYT�VM�H�WHPU[PUN�I`�
)LUZSL`�OPTZLSM�VU�[OL�SLM[�^HSS��H�
WHPY�VM�^VVKLU�OVYZLZ�IV\NO[�MYVT�
an antique warehouse in Kochi’s 
Jewish quarter, and cushions on 
SVJHSS`�THKL�^PJRLY�M\YUP[\YL��;OL�
� ��Z�0[HSPHU�)Y\[HSPZ[�[OYLL�WPLJL�
JVMMLL�[HISL�^HZ�H�Z\YWYPZPUN�ÄUK�
during a trip to the Cotswolds
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��[O�JLU[\Y`�(UNSV�0UKPHU�[HISL�HUK�Z[YPRPUN�ÅV^LY�
HYYHUNLTLU[�YLÅLJ[�[OL�OVTL»Z�SHYNLY�[OHU�SPML�
WLYZVUHSP[ �̀�^OPSL�[OL�-YLUJO�(Y[�+LJV�JLPSPUN�SHTW�
JVU[YHZ[Z�^P[O�[OL�WHPY�VM�)\YTLZL�HUNLS�ZJ\SW[\YLZ�·�
H�IPY[OKH`�WYLZLU[�MVY�9LUN[OVUN�·�Z[HUKPUN�N\HYK�
outside one of the living areas
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)LUZSL`»Z�MH[OLY�SP]LK�PU�[OL�NYV\UK�ÅVVY�HWHY[TLU[�
for 17 years, and Bensley still refers to this as ‘Dad’s 
YVVT»��;OL�:HT\YHP�HYTV\Y�PZ�H�[YPI\[L�[V�OPZ�SH[L�
MH[OLY»Z�MVYTPKHISL�JOHYHJ[LY
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;OL�NHYKLU�RP[JOLU�PZ�ÅVVKLK�^P[O�
UH[\YHS�SPNO[�MYVT�HSS�ZPKLZ��^P[O�HU�
PTWVZPUN�� ��Z�;OHP�[LHR�JHIPUL[�
taking pride of place 



124

This page
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V\[KVVY�IH[OYVVT
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;OL�Z\UU`�THZ[LY�ILKYVVT�ZWVY[Z�H�
)\YTLZL�JHY]LK�[LHR�HYJO�MYVT�[OL�
+\[JO�LTIHZZ`�PU�@HUNVU��(�WHPY�VM�
� [O�JLU[\Y`�)\YTLZL�[PNLYZ�ÅHUR�[^V�
plaster busts of a French bulldog and 
NPYHMML�·�TLHU[�[V�YLWYLZLU[�9LUN[OVUN�
HUK�)LUZSL`�·�H[VW�H�� ��Z�3V\PZ�
=\P[[VU�Z[LHTLY�[Y\UR
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;OL�N\LZ[�YVVT�PZ�K\IILK�[OL�)VUUL[�:\P[L�HM[LY�9\KVSM�)VUUL[��[OL�+\[JO�HY[PZ[�
^OV�ZWLU[�T\JO�VM�OPZ�SPML�PU�)HSP�HUK�PZ�RUV^U�MVY�OPZ�PUÅ\LUJL�VU�[OL�PZSHUK»Z�HY[��
;OL�ISHJR�JHIPUL[�PZ�H�JVU[LTWVYHY`�)\YTLZL�WPLJL��^OPSL�[OL�ILK�PZ�H�YLW\YWVZLK�
billiards table. A 1960s Italian chandelier hangs over a stack of refurbished silver 
Z\P[JHZLZ�MYVT�-YHUJL
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(UV[OLY�KYHTH[PJ�WHPU[PUN�I`�4VY[PTLY�
OHUNZ�HIV]L�H�� �JLU[\Y`�+HUPZO�JOLZ[�
VM�KYH^LYZ�PU�[OL�MV`LY�VM�[OL�THZ[LY�
ILKYVVT
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;OL�THZ[LY�ILKYVVT�LU�Z\P[L�PZ�
WLWWLYLK�^P[O�H[OSL[PJ�[YVWOPLZ�MYVT�
)\YTH��9LÅLJ[LK�PU�[OL�TPYYVY�PZ�H�
painting by Filipino artist Bernard Vista
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0U�VUL�VM�[OL�NHYKLU»Z�U\TLYV\Z�
MVSSPLZ��H�JVWWLY�IH[O[\I�ÄSSLK�^P[O�
W\YWSL�TVVU�VYJOPKZ�PZ�Z\YYV\UKLK�I`�
����`LHY�VSK�0UKPHU�JVS\TUZ�

;OL�^YHWHYV\UK�]LYHUKH�PZ�ÄSSLK�^P[O�
picturesque vignettes such as this one, 
though in typical Bensely fashion the 
scenes are rearranged and updated 
weekly


